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URBAN  BI3TRICT  COUNCIL 

RSPOI-T  TI{B  IjEDICAL  OPPICBR  OR  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  li!EAH  BNLiSI)  31st  LECSIfflER, 

1942  .  ' 


Medical  Officer  of  Healthi  C.S.  Hall  Snith,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 

Sanitary  Inspectpr  i  R.F.  Hudson,  A*R«  San*I** 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  ^  pp-nnrt 

I  have  the  honour  to  suomit  my  Report 

for  the  year  ended  Decemher,  19^2. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

.  ......a.* . 7592  acres 

Resident  Population  mid  1942. ...♦•••••••••• •  293^ 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)....  872 

Rateable  Value.... . . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate . . .  ^^2 

Swaffham  is  a  Market  Town,  the  centre  of  a 
district,  upon  which  industry  it  chiefly  reli  .  factorv 

industries  of  any  note  carried  on  in  the  area  are  a  canning  f  ry 

and  facilities  are  supplied  by  the  L.  &  N.E.  Railway 

Company  and  the  Eastern  Counties  Omnibus  Company. 

The  Town  is  supplied  with  gas,  water  and  electricity  by 
statutory  companies.. 

The  Council  own  a  Cemetery  and  Recreation  Ground. 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  Legitimate  51  28  23  Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Illegitimate  3  12  Population. .. .18.4 

Stillbirths. 1  1  -  l8.5  per  1000  total  births 

Deaths . ’ .  45‘  19  26  15.3  Per  1000  population. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes:-  peaths.  Rate  per  1000  total  births. 
No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  ..  0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  1  l8.5 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under.  One  Year  of  Age:- 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  tiirthE. ...  y  . 37.0 

legitimate  Infants  per  1000  Legitimate  live  Births.....  39"^ 
Illegitimate  infants  per  lOOC  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 

Deaths  f^rom  Cancer  (all  agesjo.. . .  o ..  ..o.* 

Measles  (all  ages) . . . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)....... . .o.».0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  •  • . . « « .1 
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GEHSR/IL  PROVISIOJ[  OP  HEALTH  SSRVT.CEO  POR  THE  AREA. 


Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  part  tine,  the  Sanitary  ‘ 
Inspector  also  carries  out  the  duties  of  Highway  and  Buildings 
Surveyor  and  is  a  full-time  officer  of  the  Council. 

Ambulance  Pacilities. 

The  Council  do  not  possess  an  ambulance.  Pacilities  for 
conveying  patients  to  and  from  ‘.'hsspital  et®. ,  are  supplied  by  the  . 
Ambubance  belonging  to  St.John  Ambulance  Brigade.  This  ambulance  is 
stationed  in  the  Town,  and  is  very  efficiently  run.  The  Ambulances 
belonging  to  the  Civil  Defence  also  are  used  for  Military  cases. 
Hursing  in  the  Home. 

People  requiring  home  nursing  can  call  upon  the  services  of 
the  District  Hurse  (Q,ueen  Victoria’s  Hursing  Association)  provided 
they  pay  a  small  premium.  The  nurse  also  does  health  visiting 
amongst  the  mothers  and  children  under  5  years. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

There  is  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  -  held  once  a  month,  run 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council.  Mothers  needing 
advice  are  asked  to  attend. 

Hospital 

The  Victoria  Jubilee  Cottage  Hospital  meets',  to  a  certain 
extent  the  heeds  of  the  to?m,  other  cases  can  be  sent  by  arrangement 
of  the  medical  practicioners  to  the  Norfolk  &  Norwich  Hospital  and  the 
West  Norfolk  &■  King’s  Lynn  Hospital. 

SANITARY  CIRCmiSTANCBS  OP  THE  AREA ' 

Water. 

VTater  is  supplied  to  the?  Town  by  the  Swaffham  ViTatorworks  Co  Ltd., 
of  Lynn  Street,  &.7affham.  The  supply  is  plentiful  and  pure,  but  is 
one  of  the  hardest  in  the  country.  Most  of  the  Built-up  part  of  the 
district  has  a  piped  supply.  The  limits  of  supply  iswithin  radius  of 
one  thousand  and  five  hundred  yards  from  the  centre  of  the  Market 
Cross.  A  chlorination  plant  has  been  installed  at  the  works. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A  combined  system  of  sewereage  exists  in  the  Council’s  area^ 

There  have  been  no  stoppages  during  the  year  and  no  trouble  apart 
from  the  usual  blowing  of  manholes  etc.,  during  heavy  storms. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  works  are  situated  on  the  Watton  Road 
about  l|-  miles  from  the  town.  The  system  of  disposal  he.s  continued 
to  function  without  trouble  during  the  year  and  there  has  boon  no 
complaints. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Approximately  half  of  the  town’s  Closet  accommodation  is  on 
the  conservancy  system  and  half  on  the  water  carriage,  system.  Pails | 
vaults  and  cesspools  are  emptied  by  direct  labour  -  one  horse  &  oart 
and  two  men  being  employed'  on  this  work. 

The  number  of  closets  converted  to  the  water  carriage  system 
during  the  year  was  two. 

The  approxi  numbers  of  each  type  of  closet  now  in  use  aret- 


Pail  Closets....... . .  365« 

Vault  Closets..............  31, 

Water  Closets,,....,.,,*,,.  502. 

Public  Cleansing. 


Practically  the  whole,  of  the  town  is  served  by  moveable 
sanitary  dust-bins.  There  are  now  only  ten  open  ashpits  in  the  town. 
The  collection  -  is  made  by  one  horse  and,  .cart  and  two  men.  The  number 
of  dust»-bi.ns  to  be  emptied  is  approx.imatQly  86O0  7/aste  Paper  and 
ether  salvage  is  collected  and  kept  separate  from  the  household 
refuse,  bags  for  the  purpose  being  susponde.d  from  the  back  of  the 
cart. 
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SMTIT/JIY  IHSHSCTIOU  OF  THE  AHB.4 
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PPCTALTIWCE  OF.  and  COMTROI.  OTCH,  imCTIOre.Am..0gBR-BIgEAg§. 

TJotifia'ble  diseases  during  the  .year_j^42j». 


Disease. 


'«  * 

Scarlet  Fever 

Wliooping  cough 
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Measles 
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DIPHTHERIA  Il/SaJM,SA¥ldiT.  ;  ■  .  ' . 

During  the  year  the  response  to  this  service,,  was  not"' so' 
good  as  was' hoped  vfor<«:  Sessions  were  held'at  the  schools  in  the 
Town  and  I'lT  "thi  s  way  of  children  of  school  age  were 

immunisedo 

18# 1^  of  children  under  5  were  immunised# 

r 

SCABIES. 

r./-‘ 

This  condition  was  very  rarely  encountered  "before  the  war# 
But  after  the  arri'cal  of  evacuees  and  troops  in  the  Town  a 
moderate  increase  Y/as  noticed. 

Practicioners  were  asked  to  keep  a  strict  v/atch  for  it#  Children 
and  clothing  were  removed  when ’necessary ' for  disinfection  under 
the  Norfolk  County  Council  Scheme » 

TT1BER,CUL0SI.S..  ^ 


=W’gNEREAL  DISEASES  .  •  ^  . 

■  ■  ■  I  ■  ■  ■  ■  mm . 

No  increase.  No  facilities  for  treating  "V'.D#  in  the  Town# 

SSIHURAL  REIi/LARKS.  '■ 

In  spite  of  war  conditions,  the  general  health  of  the 
population  was  good.  Many  evacuees  left,  those  remaining  being 
chiefly  unaccompanied  children#  - 


I  have  the  honour  to  "be, 

■  / 

.  Your  a"bedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  C#fc?»  Hall  Smith#  ,  . 
Medical  Officer  of  Headth#"  '  .  .  .  • 


